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DEDICATION 
 
 
This booklet is dedicated to the school founders, ratepayers, trustees, teachers 
and families of St. Elizabeth School District # 1316, Yarbo, Saskatchewan.  
Through their collective effort, they embraced the importance of education as 
the key to improving the wellbeing of the their children and future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world. 
 

Nelson Mandela 
 

  



 
 

PREFACE 
 

 
My interest in writing a history of St. Elizabeth School originates mainly from my 
family’s involvement with the school. The Nagy family have been ratepayers and have 
supported the school in various ways from its inception in 1904 to its closure in 1965. My 
great grandfather Louis Nagy was instrumental in organizing the local settlers to build a 
school for the area.  He was the principal signature on the petition to the North West 
Territories government for the formation of the new school district. He was a school 
trustee for seven years and oversaw, with fellow trustees, the school site selection and the 
funding and building of the original schoolhouse in 1907. Three generations of Nagys 
received their education from St. Elizabeth School; Louis Nagy’s children which includes 
my grandfather Joseph S. Nagy, his children which includes my father Joseph A. Nagy 
and his children which includes me, my sister and three of my brothers. My grandfather 
was a school attendance officer for a number of years and my father was a trustee of the 
school for several years prior to its closure. The last Nagys to go to the original 1907 St. 
Elizabeth school were my aunt Mary Ann and my sister Joanne.  I took my grades one 
through eight at the new St. Elizabeth “A” School but remember the old school building 
before it was dismantled. I remember going to several functions including a Christmas 
concert at the old school.  
 
My interest also comes from the interest in and importance I attach to documenting local 
history.  I drove by the old St. Elizabeth School site one day that had reverted back to 
natural grasses and sagebrush. It occurred to me that the school site did not have a cairn 
and plaque commemorating its existence nor was much of its history written and soon its 
significance to the community would be lost. I also realized that St. Elizabeth School 
history was a large part of my family history.    
 

Joseph G. Nagy 
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St. Elizabeth School Sites in Relation to Yarbo Village 
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Chapter 1 
 

Yarbo District  
and 

Formation of School District #1316 
 
 

n November 8, 1904, Lajos (Louis) 
Nagy1 put his signature to a declara-
tion to petition the Commissioner of 
Education, Regina, Government of 

the Northwest Territories (NWT)  for the for-
mation of a new public school district (SD) 
west of the existing Redpath School district 
(SD #763) and west of the present village of 
Yarbo2. The petition (see Figure 1) was wit-
nessed by John O’Brian and included the sig-
natures of the three school committee members 
Louis Nagy, E. Roberge and F. J. Down who 
were the prime initiators of the school district 
project.  The proposed name on the petition 
was St. Elizabeth School District and was 
named in honor of a prominent Hungarian 
Saint, St. Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231), 
daughter of King Andrew II of Hungary. 

The area west of Redpath School and 
the site of the future village of Yarbo was rap-
idly being settled around the year 1900. The 
Yarbo and St. Elizabeth School district area 

included many ethnic groups with settlers 
mainly from the Czech and  Slovakia regions 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, England, 
France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Poland, 
Romania, Scotland, Ukraine & USA. As well, 
there were Metis and Aboriginal families.   

The early settlers (1880–1910) whose 
children would attend St. Elizabeth School in-
cluded those from the original 1882 Sumner 
settlement (Binns, Timmins, Teulon, Hobart, 
Bushell and Leftwich), those who settled in 
and around Yarbo (Nagy, Klimm, Blum, Rob-
erge, Roppe, Stack, Down, Drozda, Frechette, 
Biro, and Wagner) and those from north of 
Yarbo (Riddall, Park, Bubnick, and Dolejsi).  
Later between 1910 and 1925, other settlers 
came into the area (Croswell, Dorey, Swejda, 
Kristoff, Lippai, Neyedly, Rushka, Schentag, 
and Tochor). There was a continuous move-
ment of families in and out of the Yarbo dis-
trict that continually changed the ethnic and 
social mix of the St. Elizabeth School students. 

O 
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The 1904 St. Elizabeth school commit-
tee members had satisfied the conditions of the 
North West Territories School Ordinance of 
1901 that warranted a new school district west 
of Redpath school. There were two major con-
ditions for forming a new public school dis-
trict: (1) the district does not exceed five miles 
in length or breath of road allowances, and (2) 
the district contains four persons actually resi-
dent therein who on the erection of the district 
would be liable to assessment and twelve chil-
dren between the ages of five and sixteen 
(North-West Territories, 1901).  

The population of the newly proposed 
school district was 45 in total with 13 children 
being between ages 5 and 16 and 12 children 
below 5 years of age. Of the 15 ratepayers, 2 
were Protestant and 13 Catholic.  Moreover, 
for some families in this area, Redpath school 
was five or more miles distance, a distance 
deemed too far for school children to walk. A 
letter dated the same day the declaration was 
signed was sent by section 12 landowners (A. 
& E. Roberge, E. Roppe, and J. F. Down) to 
the Deputy Minister of Education, Regina, re-
questing their withdrawal from the Redpath 
school district and their intention to join the 
newly proposed St. Elizabeth School District. 

The St. Elizabeth School District 
would encompass the area west of Redpath 
(SD #763, 1903), northeast of Esterhazy (Es-
terhazy – formerly Sumner SD #804, 1904), 
south of Dovedale (SD #152, established 1889) 
northwest of Vallar (SD #1020, 1904).  

Over time the actual size and shape of 
the new school district would change as other 
school districts came into being in the area; to 
the north Reeves (SD #2440, 1909), to the 
north-west Zeneta - formerly Leftwich (SD 
#1436, 1912), and south, Kingslynn (SD 
#1851, 1908). It took several attempts to settle 
the borders of the new school district. The 
boundaries  as defined in the original 1904 pe-
tition were changed to allow some landowners 
at their request  to remain with Redpath and 
others to join St. Elizabeth.   This necessitated 
the revision of the original petition. The 
amended petition was sent to the Commission-
er of Education in Regina, dated 20 May, 

19053 (Figure 2. Presents the 1905 District 
Boundaries). The declaration was again signed 
by Louis Nagy as one of the committee mem-
bers along with E. Robarge4 and J. Drozda. 
The population of the new school district now 
stood at 53 in total with 13 children being be-
tween ages 5 and 16 and 15 children below 5 
years of age. Of the 17 ratepayers, 4 were 
Protestant and 13 Catholic. 

In compliance with the NWT School 
Ordinance, a public notice was posted within 
the proposed new school district on 5 May, 
1905 by the then School Committee (L. Nagy, 
E. Roberge, J. Drosda) indicating that a meet-
ing of the school district ratepayers would be 
held at the Louis Nagy farm house (SE 10 20 
33 W1) on 20 May, 1905 at 1:00 pm. At the 
meeting, as stated in the ordinance, the rate-
payers would be polled voting either for or 
against the formation of the new school district 
and if favorable, there would be an election of 
three school trustees who were “resident rate-
payers and who could read and write English”. 

At the 20 May, 1905 meeting, H. Ho-
bart was elected chairman and J. O’Brian sec-
retary. Six ratepayers were present and were 
polled (L. Nagy, T. Klimm, C. Klimm, A. 
Blum, H. Hobart, and J. Drozda) and voted in 
favor of the formation of the new school dis-
trict. The meeting then elected H. Hobart, C. 
Klimm and L. Nagy as the first school trustees. 
A letter dated 29 July, 1905 to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Department of Education from 
St. Elizabeth school secretary J. O’Brian, 
asked if the formation of the school district had 
been approved and if so, what was the school 
district number. None of the early documents 
indicate when SD #1316 came into being alt-
hough it is stated as 29 May, 1905 in a 7 Octo-
ber 1965 internal letter from the Director of 
School Administration to the superintendent of 
schools, Melville. St. Elizabeth SD thus be-
came one of the 4,511 rural Saskatchewan 
school districts that would eventually be 
formed in the Province.5  

The first recorded school board meet-
ing was April 28, 1906 where  SD #1316 was 
first used. The first official correspondence 
using St. Elizabeth School District #1316 ap-
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pears on a declaration of the school district 
assessable property, dated 21 May, 1906 
signed by the secretary T. Bushell and by J. H. 
Riddall, Commissioner of Oaths.  Of the 9,676 

acres (about fifteen sections of land) in the 
school district, 44% of the land was held by 
the railway and other companies, and 56% of 
the land was held by ratepayers and the Crown. 
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Chapter 2 
 

School Site Selection  
and  

Building the First School 
 

hose attending the first school board 
meeting 28 April, 1906 were: L. Nagy, 
H. Hobart, W. Binns, W. Timmins, J. 

Timmins, D. Stack, A. Roberge, T. Bushell 
and J. Drozda. The three school trustees elect-
ed were L. Nagy, H. Hobart and D. Stack. The 
school site along with school construction 
were the main topics of the meeting. It was 
decided that Mr. Hobart would consult with 
Redpath school trustees about school building 
size and construction costs.  

At the 23 May, 1906 board meeting, 
based on H. Hobart’s report, the board an-
nounced that it would borrow $800 to purchase 
a school site and for school house construction 
and furnishing costs.  Bylaw No. 1 was passed 
by the board relating to the issue of debentures 
and seeking the sanction  of the Commissioner 
of Education. A Department of Education Pub-
lic Notice dated 25 May, 1906, signed by L. 
Nagy, was posted at five sites within the dis-
trict by W. J. Timmins. The public notice  (see 
Figure 3) indicated that the school district 

would borrow $800 by issue of debentures to 
be repayable in ten equal consecutive annual 
installments with an interest rate of not more 
than 8%. At the 3 July, 1906 board meeting, an 
offer to purchase the debenture by J. Addison 
Reid of Regina was accepted at 6% per An-
num.  

The site for the schoolhouse was heavi-
ly debated at the 3 July, 1906 board meeting. 
The Department of Education ordinance rec-
ommended that any school site be in the center 
of the school district. In the case of SD #1316, 
the center was section 10 but the location  was 
contested by one of the trustees and a unani-
mous decision could not be reached.  A letter 
to the Deputy Commissioner of Education 
from Louis Nagy, dated 14 July, 1906 outlines 
these difficulties and asks the Department of 
Education to locate what they considered the 
proper site. In the letter, L. Nagy suggested 
that the NE corner of SE 10 20 33 W1 (his 
own quarter section of land) be considered as it 
met all  the requirements. At the 18 September, 

T 
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1906 board meeting, a letter was read from the 
Commissioner, Department of Education ac-
cepting Louis Nagy’s suggestion that the 
school be built on the NE corner of SE 10 20 
33 W1, two miles west and one-half mile north 
of the present village of Yarbo.  

The original intent was to purchase two 
acres of land from L. Nagy as stipulated in the 
9 February, 1907 board meeting.  It took sev-
eral years to register the land transfer and deed. 
The question of surveying the school site and 
obtaining the deed was brought up at the 11 
January, 1912 annual ratepayers meeting and 
the secretary was instructed to write to the Ed-
ucation Department about the matter.  The 
deed was finalized and land transferred from 
L. Nagy to the trustees of St. Elizabeth School 
district for $22.50 on 14 December, 1914. 
However, only 0.54 acre (180 ft. x 127 ft.) was 
bought and transferred according to the Sas-
katchewan land transfer and title documents. 
While it was customary for rural school yards 
to be two acres, L. Nagy let the school use his 
land adjacent to the school yard for the play-
ground and the stable site. 

After consultations with Redpath 
school trustees, it was decided at the 18 Sep-
tember, 1906 board meeting to build a wood 
frame one-room schoolhouse with three win-
dows on the north side and three windows on 
the south side. Detailed schoolhouse specifica-
tions were outlined in the 18 September, 1906 
board meeting notes.  The necessary arrange-
ments were made to obtain tenders from three 
building contractors. 

Three bids were tendered to build the 
school and the low bid of $210 by Messer’s 
Roppe and Roberge was accepted at the 13 
November,  1906  board meeting (two other 
bids came in at $246.50 and $230). The lumber 
was bought from Minhinnick & Company, Es-
terhazy. The school was built during the spring 
and summer of 1907. At the 22 June, 1907 
board meeting, after being visited, it was de-
cided that the construction of the school build-
ing was satisfactory and the building was 

accepted from the contractor and the order for 
payment in full was given.  

In a 20 February, 1908 letter from the 
school secretary T. Bushell, the following in-
formation was sent to the Deputy Commis-
sioner on request: The school house 
dimensions were 34 ft. by 24 ft. with a 12 foot 
high ceiling with a 6 ft. x 8 ft. porch on the 
east side with its door facing south. The foun-
dation was of stone with a center wall. The 
inside was finished with best ! inch pine v 
joint boards – both walls and ceiling. Shingles 
were made of cedar wood. The chimney was 
made of brick. A Waterbury ventilation system 
was installed. A 30-foot well was dug just east 
of the schoolhouse with a wooden cribbing. 
The cost of constructing the building was 
$850, the well $45 and two acres of land for 
the school site bought from L. Nagy cost $21  
(different than that indicated on the land title) 
for a total of $916. The school was heated by a 
wood-burning stove situated in the middle of 
the building.  Outside toilets were constructed.  

The school board had underestimated 
the total school building construction and fur-
nishing costs. To bridge the shortfall, on 12 
July, 1907, the school board passed a motion 
to borrow $200 against the security of 1907-
year school taxes. On 19 December, 1907 By-
law No. 2 was passed for the issue of $500 in 
debentures signed by School secretary T. 
Bushell and  chairman W. Binns (Pro Tem). 
The public notice was posted 24 December, 
1907.  In a letter dated 21 March, 1908, T. 
Bushell furnished the Commissioner of Educa-
tion with the following expenditure items 
bought with the second debenture: finishing 
lumber for building $140, furniture, maps, 
blackboard, globe, $182, heating stove fittings 
$30, the Claxton Series of Chants book $47.50 
and fencing for the school yard $35.  

At the 25 May, 1911 board meeting, 
the school secretary was instructed to “order 
the necessary flags and flag pole and set up 
same”.6  A telephone was later installed in the 
school but the date is not documented; howev-
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er, it would have been 1916 or later as that was 
the date when the Yarbo Telephone Company 
originated. The first mention of a telephone 
was made in the 13 May, 1919 annual meeting 
notes where a resolution passed that “ the tele-
phone not to be used by children except at re-
cess”.  

At the 13 January, 1915 ratepayers 
meeting, it was decided to build a small two 
team horse stable 14 ft. by 16 ft. with a shed 
style roof so that the stable could be easily 
added to. The board received two tenders for 

construction, one from H. Frechette at $160 
and one from Mr. McKeen for $100 which was 
accepted at the 10 February, 1915 board meet-
ing. It was decided at the 20 January, 1917 
board meeting to build a new and larger stable 
16 ft. by 24 ft. with four single and two double 
stalls. The tender for $200 from Mr. A. 
Buldduc and O. Roberts was accepted. The 
lumber from the older stable was sold for $15. 
The school board meeting of January 1918 
passed a motion that all students who came to 
school with horses clean their own barn stalls.
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Situated in the NE corner of SE 10 20 33 W1, two miles west and one-half mile north of Yarbo, SK 
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Chapter 3 
 

School Teachers 
and 

Students 
 

he first schoolteacher was Miss E. M. 
Calver, hired at a rate of $55 per month 
for four months in the fall of 1907 

teaching 14 students. Other early teachers were 
Miss Birley (1908), Mr. R.W. McQuay (1909), 
Miss Forester (1910) and Miss Frechette 
(1911).  All these teachers had a provisional 
certificate with the exception of Miss. Forester 
who had a third grade certificate.7 Mrs. Annet-
ta Spence taught the longest at seven and one-
half years from 1957 to the spring of 1964. 
Forty-seven teachers taught at St. Elizabeth 
between 1907 and 1965 and about 70% of the 
teachers were women. Many of the teachers, 
especially in the earlier years, were from out-
side Saskatchewan and many of these were 
from Ontario. The schoolteacher taught the 
primary grades from 1 to 8 but occasionally 
students took grades 9 and 10 and even grade 
11 through correspondence courses.8  Most of 

the teachers boarded with local farm families 
or in Yarbo or Esterhazy.  

The Saskatchewan School Act initially 
required that every rural school district keep 
open for 210 days that was later changed to 
200 days and is today around 195 days. In the 
earlier years, teacher contracts were for six  to 
seven months and the school year was predom-
inantly from early spring (mid-February to 
mid-April) into December with long winter 
holiday periods and shorter two to three week 
summer holiday periods in July. At the 4 July, 
1921 annual meeting, the question of paying 
the teacher for holidays was brought up  - it 
was moved by C. Klimm and seconded by J. 
Mikolas that “the board pay for no [teacher] 
holidays”. Until about 1925, teacher contracts 
began in the spring and ended in December but 
later, teachers were hired starting in the August 
fall term and ending in the June spring term.  

 
 

T 
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St. Elizabeth School District Teachers 1907-1965 
 
1907 Ms. E. M. Calver 
1908 Ms. Birley 
1909 Mr. Robert W. McQuay 
1910 Ms. Edith Forester 
1911 Ms. Donalda Frechette 
1912 Mr. F. S. Telfer 
1913 Mr. F. S. Telfer 

Mr. Clarence Avery 
1914     Mr. D. R. Fletcher 
1915 Mr. John McKinnon 
1916 Mr. George Hunt 

Mr. J. L. McRae 
1917 Mr. R. (Henry) J. Roberts 
1918 Mr. R. (Henry) J. Roberts 
1919 Mr. Virdin Gable 
 Mr. Malcolm C. Fletcher 

Ms. Edith Riddall 
1920 Mr. R. (Henry) J. Roberts 
1921 Ms. Catherine M. Morris 

Mr. H. Atchison 
1922 Ms. Florence Zimmerman 
  Mr. Wesley A. Glazer 
1923 Mr. Charles C. Hunt 
1924 Mr. Charles C. Hunt 
1925 Ms. Muriel M. Dean 
1926 Ms. Elsie M. Henry 
1927     Mr. Frank S. Lukas 
1928-29      J. F. Waggoner 

 Ms. Caroline Tochor 
1929-30 Ms. Caroline Tochor 
1930-31 Ms. Caroline Tochor  

 Ms. Katherine Bergman 
1931-32 Ms. Katherine Bergman 

1932-33 Ms. Katherine Bergman 
1933-34 Ms. Katherine Bergman  

 Ms. Kathleen Binns 
1934-35 Ms. Kathleen Binns 
1935-36 Mr. Albert J. Brunyansky 
1936-37 Mr. Fredrick D. Green 
1937-38 Ms. Isabel M. Cote 
1938-39 Ms. Isabel M. Cote 

 Ms. J. L. Kulachkoski 
1939-40 Ms. J. L. Kulachkoski,   

 Ms. M.A Fitzsimmons  
1940-41 Ms. Mary E. Pask 
1941-42 Ms. Mary E. Pask 
1942-43 Ms. Elizabeth Harth 
1943-44 Ms. Elizabeth Harth 
1944-45 Ms. Hazel S. Glen 
1945-46 Ms. Hazel S. Glen 
1946-47 Ms. Frieda Schwartz 
1947-48 Ms. Frieda Schwartz 
1948-49 Ms. Kunigund Rofalsky 
1949-50 Ms. Kunigund Rafalsky 
1950-51 Ms. Mildred Knourek 
1951-52 Ms. Mildred Knourek 
1952-53 Mr. Donald Budnick 
1953-54 Ms. Gladys Binns 

 Ms. Rose Reeves 
1954-55 Mr. Jerome Stauch 
1955-56 Ms. Loreen Els 
1956-57 Ms. Margaret Stobbe 

 Ms. Annetta Spence 
1958-64 Ms. Annetta Spence 
1964-65 Ms. Patricia Godwin 

Sources: Yarbo 1980 Homecoming Committee, 1980; Provincial Archives of 
Saskatchewan, various years; St. Elizabeth School District # 1316, 1906; St. 
Elizabeth School District # 1316, 1950; Main Reference Desk, Provincial Ar-
chives of Saskatchewan, Regina. Given the fragmented sources it is possible 
that the names of teachers who taught for a short period are missing. 
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Among those attending the July 1st, 1980 Yarbo Homecoming were five former St. Elizabeth School 
teachers. Left to right: Mrs. Katherine Yeske (Bergman), Caroline Fitzsimmons (Tochor), Miss Gladys 
Binns, Mrs. Annetta Spence (Mitchell), and Mrs. Kathleen Duke (Binns).  
Photo taken by Jean Pask, photo courtesy of the Miner-Journal 
 
 
It was the job of the school board trustees and 
secretary to hire teachers. Teachers required a 
Provincial teaching certificate approved by the 
Department of Education.  Teachers were hired 
through the Department of Education teacher 
agency or through advertisements in the news-
paper. The school board meeting notes often 
documented when the school secretary was 
instructed to hire a teacher and the maximum 
salary to be paid  - often the meeting notes 

would include the statement “male preferred”. 
While this would not be tolerated today, stu-
dent discipline was likely the reason. 

Teacher salaries at St. Elizabeth School 
from 1908 to 1915 were $60 per month for a 7-
month contract. Salaries increased during 
WWI as there was a shortage of teachers. In 
1916, the teacher earned $840 for an 8-month 
contract. Between 1916 and 1919, the salary 
was around $900 per contract and $1,100 in 
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1920. At the 20 January, 1921 board meeting, 
“The Secretary was instructed to apply to the 
Department for a teacher offering a salary as 
follows; $1,100 to $1,300 for a lady, $1,200 to 
$1,400 for a gentleman for a first or second 
class certificate – lady preferred”.  This was 
the only instance where a lady was preferred 
and likely due to the lower salary. However, 
the teacher hired, a lady, resigned in June and 
they then engaged a male teacher with a se-
cond-class certificate for $1,300 (pro-rated).  

There were teacher shortages up to 
1930 and their high salaries reflected this. 

Teacher salaries then took a sharp decrease 
between 1931 and 1937 due to the economic 
depression as school financing became a prob-
lem. Also, many former and retired teachers 
came back to teach during the depression  pe-
riod producing a large teacher surplus. As a 
result, St. Elizabeth School salaries decreased 
to $450 per year between 1933 and 1937. The 
decrease was also due to the Department of 
Education reducing school grants by one-third 
for all the elementary schools during this time 
period (see Bateson, J.). The grants were re-
turned to their pre-1933 levels starting in 1937.  
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Picture from the 1980 Yarbo Homecoming. Standing left to right: Agnes Swejda (Tochor), Mable 
Dunlap (Bubnick), Ed Timmins, Tillie Roublicek (Klimm), William Blum, Mary Wagner (Porter), 
Florence Gray (Hobart), Frank Lippai, Charlie Klimm, Joe Blum, Adolph Schentag. Kneeling: Jim 
Urban and Frank Urban. Mr. Charles Hunt, the teacher, departed the reunion before the picture taking. 
Photo taken by Jean Pask, photo courtesy of the Miner-Journal  
 

Over eighty families educated their 
children at St. Elizabeth School from 1907 to 
1965. A list of the known family names who 
sent their children to St. Elizabeth School is 
presented on pages 51-53 along with the list of 
known student names and the years they at-

tended the school. In some cases, one family 
name represents several individual families of 
the same name either closely or distantly relat-
ed. Many of the early settler’s children and 
their grandchildren, and in one instance, great 
grandchildren, went to St. Elizabeth School.9
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Back row, left to right: Bill Zaharia, Charlie Tochor, Steve Biro, Caroline Tochor (Teacher), Ann 
Schentag, Fern Grieve, Mable Bubnick, Mary Lippai, Agnes Tochor. Middle row: Pete Maga, Leonard 
Rushka, Margaret Lippai, Rose Zaharia, Mary Maga, Tillie Klimm, Rose Urban, Rose Kristoff, 
Adolph Urban, Rudolph Klimm. Bottom row: Emil Tochor, Jim Lippai, Frank Swejda, Frank Urban, 
Adolph Schentag, Jim Kristoff, Frank Kristoff, Henry Grieve, Unknown. (notice the bare feet). 
Photo from Mrs. Agnes Swejda (Tochor) 
 
 
 
There is no mention in any of the documenta-
tion about student English language problems 
at the school. Many of the families who went 
to St. Elizabeth School did not originate from 
an English speaking country. Many of these 
children, especially the eldest children in a 
family, started school either not knowing Eng-
lish or not being very proficient at English. 
This undoubtedly would have had an effect on 
the early school experience of the students and 
would have also caused serious communica-
tion  problems with the teachers because  with 

few exceptions, the mother tongue of most of 
the St. Elizabeth School pre-1940s teachers 
was English.  In some cases, children were 
held back by a grade because of their lack of 
English proficiency.  Although it is likely that 
many were initially distressed by the langrage 
difficulty, the resilience of the young to learn a 
language seems to have overcome the problem. 
Most students were able to learn the English 
language in a short time and then were able to 
teach their younger siblings sufficient English 
before they started their schooling.  
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The number of students attending St. Elizabeth School varied throughout 1907 to 1965. There 
were fourteen students in 1907, the first year. There are no further records until 1928-29 when 
thirty-one students went to the school. Forty-three students went in 1931-32 and an overall high of 
fifty-two students in 1933-34 and 45 in 1935-36.  The first half of the 1940’s averages around 
thirty-six students then leveled off averaging about twenty per year until the mid-1950s (calculat-
ed from the Yarbo 1980 Homecoming Committee student lists). 
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Anecdotes  
 

Donald Bubnick  
 

Former Student and Teacher, St. Elizabeth School, Yarbo 
 
1. Barn Roof Story (Circa 1940 -1942) 
The teacher at the time was rather mean and the students did not like her.  Donald Bubnick said 
that Gilbert Nagy and some of the older boys told the younger students, of which he was one, to 
climb on the barn roof (a ladder was on hand) at the noon hour lunch break. When the teacher rang 
the bell for the students to come to class at the end of the noon lunch break, all the boys on the 
roof did not come to class.  The teacher then went to the barn and ordered the students off the roof 
and into the classroom but they would not come down. The teacher then climbed up the roof using 
the ladder to get the boys off.  As previously arranged, the boys on the roof jumped off helped by 
the older boys. The older boys then took away the ladder and the teacher was stranded on the roof.  
He did not say what repercussions there were but said that Gilbert Nagy then hitched up his team 
of horses and took all the children to their respective homes – whether or not embellished, it 
makes a good story and of course, it is from the students point of view. 
 
2. Toilet Snakes 
While teaching at St. Elizabeth School (1952-53), they had a problem with snakes around the toi-
let. The girls were afraid of the snakes and refused to go to the outside toilet (the only one availa-
ble) because of the snakes.  He then organized a student brigade all armed with water and sticks 
and surrounded the toilets and lit the grass on fire. He said that there were at least 200 large snakes 
that scurried out of the toilet and grass but problem solved. 
 
3. As a Grade One Student at Dovedale School 
He, like many students of the day went to school not being proficient in the English language and 
in his case only speaking Czechoslovakian.  He was called up to the blackboard by the teacher to 
do some work but he had to go to the toilet rather urgently. He tried to tell the English-speaking 
teacher his predicament whispering to her so the other students did not hear. But he could only tell 
her in Czech which she did not understand.  She kept asking him in English what he wanted and 
he kept replying in Czech but eventually the teacher found out what he wanted when it was too 
late. 
 
4. Riding the Jigger to School 
The Bubnicks had moved from the farm to Yarbo and the walk to St. Elizabeth school was about 
2.5 miles. If they timed it correctly, some of the students, including himself, would catch a ride on 
a CNR railway jigger to St. Elizabeth school as the school was directly about 500 yards south of 
the nearest railway crossing and road that led to the school. It proved a much faster way than 
walking but on a cold winters day, they pretty well froze on the open air jigger. Joseph Tomolak 
relates the same story when he was a student (early 1950s). They also caught the jigger to St. Eliz-
abeth school but coming from the Laddie Tomolak  farm which was west of the school.  
 
Personal interview with D. Bubnick by J. G. Nagy at Esterhazy 6/072015.  He was a student at St. 
Elizabeth School (1939-44), teacher (1952-53), and later, principal of Esterhazy High School.  
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Chapter 4 
 

School Trustees, Secretaries  
and  

the Running of the School 
 
 
 

he school trustees job was to hire teach-
ers, look after school financing and 
keep the school in running order.  Trus-

tees were elected for a three-year term and 
were not paid. In all, 21 trustees served St. 
Elizabeth School between 1906 and 1965 and 
all were male (see table below).  C. Klimm 
served as trustee the longest at 25 years, W. 
Timmins served for 22 years and J. Rushka for 
21 years. Other trustees who also served 
lengthy terms were J. Swejda 18 years, and L. 
Croswell and A. Helmle  both 15 years.  

While student discipline was in the 
first instance in the hands of the teachers, the 
trustees had to intervene on certain occasions. 
The following resolution was  passed at the 13  
May, 1919 board meeting “that the song 
(Katy) be stopped at the school and other 

(songs) substituted”. This was in reference to 
the popular WWI era song at the time about a 
soldier who stuttered (K-K-K-Katy) when 
meeting girls. But the song was used by the 
students to tease a young girl student who had 
a similar stuttering affliction.  

There are also references in the board 
meeting notes about keeping students out of 
the stables, who were no doubt having a 
smoke. And demanding that students stay in 
the school yard during school breaks and rep-
rimanding students for using bad language. 
There was also petty theft; at one of the school 
board meetings it was moved “that we report 
the theft of 19 pencils and 20 scribblers to the 
unit board”. There are also references about 
reprimanding teachers for being late and for 
not keeping discipline in their classroom. 
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St. Elizabeth School SD #1316 Trustees 1905-1965 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1905 L. Nagy H. Hobart C. Klimt  1936 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka 

1906 L. Nagy H. Hobart D. Stack  1937 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka 

1907 L. Nagy W. Timmins D. Stack  1938 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka 

1908 W. Timmins W. Binns D. Stack  1939 C. Klimm J. Putt J. Rushka 

1909 W. Timmins W. Binns H. Hobart  1940 C. Klimm J. Putt J. Rushka 

1910 L. Nagy W. Binns H. Hobart  1941 C. Klimm J. Putt J. Rushka 

1911 L. Nagy H. Hobart F. Bubnick  1942 C. Klimm J. Putt J. Rushka 

1912 L. Nagy H. Hobart F. Bubnick  1943 L. Croswell J. Putt J. Rushka 

1913 L. Nagy H. Hobart F. Bubnick  1944 L. Croswell J. Putt J. Swejda 

1914 W. Teulon H. Hobart F. Bubnick  1945 L. Croswell W. Timmins J. Swejda 
1915 W. Teulon H. Hobart F. Bubnick  1946 L. Croswell W. Timmins J. Swejda 

1916 W. Teulon H. Hobart F. Bubnick  1947 L. Croswell W. Timmins J. Swejda 

1917 W. Teulon W. Timmins C. Klimm  1948 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1918 F. Kristoff W. Timmins C. Klimm  1949 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1919 F. Kristoff W. Timmins C. Klimm  1950 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1920 W. Binns W. Timmins C. Klimm  1951 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1921 J. Mikolas W. Binns C. Klimm  1952 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1922 J. Tochor W. Binns C. Klimm  1953 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1923 J. Tochor W. Timmins J. Rushka  1954 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1924 J. Tochor W. Timmins J. Rushka  1955 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1925 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1956 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 
1926 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1957 L. Croswell A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1927 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1958 F. J. Kristoff A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1928 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1959 F. J. Kristoff A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1929 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1960 F. J. Kristoff A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1930 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1961 B. Rushka A. Helmle J. Swejda 

1931 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1962 B. Rushka A. Helmle W. Park 

1932 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1963 B. Rushka J.A. Nagy W. Park 

1933 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1964 F. J. Kristoff J.A. Nagy W. Park 

1934 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka  1965 F. J. Kristoff J.A. Nagy W. Park 

1935 C. Klimm W. Timmins J. Rushka      

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Source: Yarbo 1980 Homecoming Committee, 1980; Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan, various 
years; St. Elizabeth School District # 1316, 1906; St. Elizabeth School District # 1316, 1950.  
 
 

The trustee’s duties were not all oner-
ous. At the 4 October, 1907 board meeting, 
student  prizes were discussed and it was pro-
posed that “ three small prizes should be given 
to the scholars for: (1) regular attendance, (2) 
good behavior, and (3) the pupil making the 
greatest progress during the term – the last two 
prizes to be given on the teachers recommen-

dation”. The trustees were also concerned 
about student lunches. At the annual ratepayers 
meeting 23 January, 1951, “E. Timmins moved 
that we assist the teacher financially in provid-
ing hot lunches for the pupils during the winter 
months, seconded by Roy Binns, carried".  As 
recalled by Joe Tomolak, the lunches consisted 
of hot soup that the students helped to prepare. 
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The trustees also responded to incidents out-
side of their school board jurisdiction and con-
trol.  One incident in particular was that of the 

tragic Canadian National Railway traffic cross-
ing accident that took place in October of 
1936. (see insert below). 

   
 

 
 

The first trustees had little help from 
the Department of Education other than receiv-
ing broad guidelines and forms that required 
filling out. The designing, building and financ-
ing of the 1907 school house was entirely in 
the domain of the trustees unlike later years 
when the school house design came directly 
from the Department of Education along with 
the financing and construction. The hiring of 
teachers, looking after the financing and the 
running of a school district with its many prob-
lems with all the decisions that had to be made 
each year required an extraordinary effort. The 
community is indebted to all 21 trustees, from 
the first trustees who had the vision of building 
and running a school where nothing existed 
before, to those who came later and kept the 
vision of educating their children alive. 

School secretaries were actually secre-
tary-treasurers as they also dealt with all the 

financial matters, purchases and payments for 
the school. They were hired by the school 
board and it was a paid position. From 1907 to 
1965, the school had five secretaries: John. 
O’Brian (1904-1905), Thomas Bushell (1906-
1908), Frank W. Bubnick (1909-1947), John. 
R. Park (1948-1957) and Jack Busch (1957-
1965).  J. O’Brian was paid $5.00 for his ser-
vices. It is not noted what T. Bushell was paid 
but the board meeting notes indicate he and his 
family returned to England for good in Sep-
tember of 1908 and thus a new secretary had to 
be employed. F. W. Bubnick was hired as sec-
retary-treasurer at the beginning of 1909 and 
his salary was confirmed at the 12 January, 
1909 board meeting “… it was agreed that the 
secretary draw the sum of $12.50 a year and 
the treasurer [who was also Frank W. Bubnick] 
2.5% commission on all moneys handled by 
him” – a curious way to pay a treasurer. 

   

1936 Railway Crossing Tragedy 
 
At the 20 January, 1937 annual meeting, a resolution was passed instructing the school secre-
tary to write the Chief Engineer, CNR Re: Railroad crossing between sections 10 and 11, Tp. 
20 Rge. 33, W1 as follows: 
 
“That, the ratepayers of St. Elizabeth School District Demand that something be done to pro-
tect the children coming to school and the public in general who may be crossing the railway 
at this point.”   
 
This was in reference to several near misses at the CNR railway crossing one-third  mile north 
of the school and the tragic event that took place there several months earlier. 
 
 “On October 8, 1936, Jim Lishnoski, Joe Bubnick and John Krochak, were killed in a car-
train collision on the CNR tracks " mile from Jim’s home. Jim and friends were returning 
from a trip to Esterhazy.” (Esterhazy History Book Committee, 1999, page 583). 
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Excerpts From Annual Meeting Notes 
 
The 5 April, 1917 board meeting debated whether there should be a school garden as proposed by 
W. Timmins  (prompted by the teacher) but rejected by the two other trustees C. Klimm and W. 
Teulon. As a result “The teacher was asked to give more attention to arithmetic, reading and 
spelling and leave out gardening and excessive exercising”.   
 
At the 31 March, 1919 board meeting, W. Timmins moved that “ a reliable clock be purchased and 
that school to open and close by this clock”. 
 
At the 13 May, 1919 board meeting, a motion was passed that the school secretary send a letter to 
Mr. W. Korody to “give his children instructions that they are to stop using bad language and keep 
out of the stable”. 
 
At the April 23, 1921 board meeting, W. Binns moved that swings be erected but after some dis-
cussion, the motion did not carry.  Swings were eventually erected – at the 22 January, 1949 annual 
meeting, it was moved that “P. Wapemoose to construct swing on school grounds for $5.00, school 
board to supply materials”. 
 
At the 14 January, 1922 annual school meeting, the board charged the teacher for a broken water 
fountain that occurred on 19 December, 1921 and passed a motion to hold him responsible for any 
damage caused by students in school hours.  
 
A motion by W. Timmins, seconded by J. Tochor at the 2 December, 1922 board meeting moved 
that “the teacher be notified that he is not to send any children home on account of being late – use 
other punishment”.  
 
At the 1928 annual meeting, trustees moved that the school inspector’s report be shown to the new 
teacher “that he might avoid making the same mistakes as the last teacher”.   
 
At the January 1930 annual meeting, W. Timmins moved that the $6.00 crow bounty be used to 
purchase a “play outfit” for the children. (During the 1930s municipalities paid students 1¢ for go-
pher tails and 2¢ for a pair of crow’s legs to be collected by the school teacher on behalf of the mu-
nicipalities.) 
 
At the January 11, 1941 annual meeting, a motion put forward by J. S. Nagy seconded by P. Maga 
was carried that “the teacher be instructed that better discipline be kept in the school and that desk 
destruction and waste of ink be stopped – teacher to be responsible for damaged desks and other 
school equipment (such as cutting and scratching) during school hours”. 
 
Moved by L. Croswell and seconded by J. Swejda at the 15 November, 1951 board meeting that 
the school buy an organ if second hand can be purchased reasonably (an organ was never pur-
chased).  
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The school secretary kept annual rate-
payer and board meeting notes throughout the 
year. The minutes of the St. Elizabeth School 
ratepayer and board meetings are short, fairly 
blunt and at times comical as seen by the ex-
cerpts from the annual meeting notes on the 
previous page. Clearly, many items of discus-
sion were not noted in the minutes of the board 
and ratepayers meetings and it was likely that 
many discussions took place resolving issues 
outside of these meetings. Most trustee nomi-
nations were uncontested and likely arranged 
before the actual vote at the board meeting.  

The Secretaries also dealt with both the 
Department of Education and the ratepayers on 
behalf of the trustees. They filed two yearly 
reports in January to the Department of Educa-
tion, Regina: (1) a note listing the trustees’ 
names, the trustee who was the chairman of the 
board, the secretary and treasurer, the auditor, 
the attendance officer, and the name of the 
school teacher, and (2) the minutes of the an-
nual ratepayers meeting (the 1950 report is 
presented on pages 22 & 23). Often the school-
teacher was not named in the report as they 
had not hired one as yet, and often the name of 
the teacher listed was not the actual teacher 
who taught for the year in question. 

The school attendance officer was ac-
tually the “truant officer” and was paid by the 
school. Saskatchewan started compulsory 
schooling in 1909. Children between the ages 
of 7 and 13 years inclusive were required to 
attend school or attain grade 8. The 1917 
School Attendance Act made attendance com-
pulsory up to age 14 or attainment of grade 8. 
In 1922 the minimum age for leaving school 
was changed to 15 and again changed in 1965 
to 16 years of age (Oreopoulos, 2005).  

The attendance officer worked with the 
school teacher to identify those of school age 
that were not attending school and contraven-
ing the School Attendance Act. The attendance 
officer was charged with writing letters to par-
ents of truant children and discussing the situa-
tion with the family. Reports were made to the 

Department of Education but in the end, it was 
a matter for the police and the courts. The first 
attendance officer on record was J. S. Nagy in 
1924 and 1925 and he was paid $15.00 per 
year. J. E Rushka held the post from 1927 to 
1930,  and J. S. Nagy again from 1931 to 1933.  
F. Kristoff held the post from 1934 to 1936 
with E. Timmins the attendance officer from 
1937 to 1952 with the exception of 1944 when 
it was J. Swejda.  At the ratepayers meeting on 
11 January, 1952, it was moved “… that E. 
Timmins be attendance officer for 1952 at 
$6.00 per year plus postage”. No further doc-
umentation was found in the files pertaining to 
the attendance officer beyond 1952.  

Maintaining the school in running or-
der encompassed a host of activities that in-
cluded ensuring drinking water quality and 
well maintenance, purchasing wood and coal 
supplies for heating, keeping the school fence 
mended, ensuring sufficient school supplies, 
mending desks, school equipment and the 
school house, having a fire guard ploughed 
around the school each year, cleaning the sta-
ble, hiring someone to clean the school and 
toilets and to change and clean the storm win-
dows and light the fire when needed.   

Keeping the horse stables clean was an 
annual problem and one that the Trustees con-
tinually had to deal with. Although a school 
board motion had passed at the time the stable 
was first built requiring everyone using the 
stable to be responsible for cleaning their own 
stall at least once a month, this seldom, if ever, 
occurred. At the 26 January, 1918 board meet-
ing, the Secretary was instructed to “write Mr. 
Leftwich and ask him to clean the stall where 
his horse stood all summer”. But the Trustees 
finally gave in and at the 24 January, 1920 
board meeting, “It was next pointed out that 
the stable should be cleaned and as the old ar-
rangement was not satisfactory, to hire some-
one to do it three times during the summer. Mr. 
Korody then agreed to do it for $10.00”. From 
this point onward, local farmers were hired to 
clean the stable each year.  
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Most school chores were usually con-
tracted to one or more of the local farm fami-
lies. At times, the teacher was paid to sweep 
the floors daily and light the fires. From time 
to time, school children did the sweeping and 
cleaning. Scrubbing the floors and thoroughly 
cleaning the school was usually done once a 
month. Cyprian Krawchuk, who emigrated to 
Canada in the 1920s from Poland and farmed 
NE 10 20 33 W1 and lived just 100 yards north 
of the school, was hired as a handy man/janitor 
on a more permanent basis from 1949 to the 
close of the old school in 1953. His duties 
were spelled out at the 22 January, 1949 annu-
al meeting “The following work be contracted 
to Cyprian Krawchuk, light fires when needed, 
remove and store storm window, scrub floors 
and toilets monthly, plough and disc fire guard, 
clean barn four times a year for the agreed 
amount of $116.00”. 

Wood was used as the main fuel to 
heat the school during the early years.  Fuel oil 
and coal were used also in later years. Local 
farmers were hired to supply the wood that 
was cut and hauled from their own farms. The 
22 February, 1909 board meeting recorded a 
purchase “The tender of Peter Dolejsi for 6 
cords of wood, 3 green and 3 dry, for $27.75 
was accepted as being the lowest”.  

The school trustees also allowed the 
school house to be used as a community center 
and meeting hall. The school held the tradi-
tional Christmas concerts which brought peo-
ple together as well as the holding of school 
dances and picnics which were popular local 
pastimes. The school was also used by busi-
nesses for meetings.  At the 17 January, 1918 

annual meeting, “The Secretary was asked to 
notify the Yarbo Rural Telephone Company 
that  $3.00 would be charged for holding a tel-
ephone meeting on 8 February, 1918”. 

At the 28 January, 1925, annual meet-
ing, W. Timmins moved that “any ratepayer 
wanting to use the school for dances shall in-
form the chairman and pay $2.00 per use of 
same including fuel and any damages to school 
property”.  The local “Get-Together Club” was 
formed in the early 1930s and operated until 
after WWII and used the St Elizabeth school 
house as their center of operation. The club 
staged plays and held dances and collected 
money for the Canadian Red Cross during 
WWII. At the 15 January, 1936 annual school 
meeting, a vote of thanks was moved “for the 
Get-Together Club with wishes for success in 
1936”. At the 22 January, 1944 annual meet-
ing, it was moved by W. Timmins that “per-
mission be given to ratepayers to hold church 
in the school as often as they like”.10 
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Chapter 5 
 

St. Elizabeth School District Finances 
 

he trustees of the school district were 
in-charge of school finances for both 
school capital expenditures and yearly 

school running costs.  Large capital costs such 
as school buildings were financed through de-
bentures. School yearly running costs and   
debenture payments came from school taxes 
from ratepayers who owned farm land and 
from non-ratepayers who did not own farm 
land but lived in the school district.  Non-
ratepayers in the school district worked on the 
railway, with grain elevator companies, and in 
commercial enterprises in Yarbo and later 
many worked at the nearby potash mines.  

There was a system of school grants in 
Saskatchewan (see Bateson). From 1905 to 
1920, the basic grant for each elementary 
classroom was 75 cents per day for the first 
160 days of operation each year, and $1.00 per 
day for each day over that period up to a max-
imum of 210 days. An additional 10 cents per 
day was paid to those schools hiring profes-
sional teachers. Other special grants were 
made to assist newly organized school districts 
during the first three to four years in which 
they operated.  The amount of grant funding 
changed over time – from 1920 to 1926 the 

grant was $1.50 per room per day.  There is no 
mention of grant amounts received by St. Eliz-
abeth School in any of the existing documenta-
tion referenced in this paper. 

During the period 1907 to 1965, St. 
Elizabeth School SD #1316 school tax rates 
were set by the school board trustees. (after 
2009, they were set by the Province - see En-
cyclopedia of Saskatchewan (Education)).   
From 1907 to about 1916, school tax rates 
were set on a  per acre basis.  For example, the 
rate was 6 cents per acre in both 1910 and 
1911 but lowered to 5 cents per acre in 1914. 
The per acre charge was changed to a mill rate 
based on land assessment values around 1916. 
The earliest documentation on the amount of 
the mill rate was the 20 January, 1938 annual 
ratepayers meeting where it was set at 3.5 
mills. In 1949, the rate had reached 15 mills.  

In the initial years, school taxes were 
collected by the school board trustees and the 
secretary. The school board, having little lev-
erage, always had the problem of school tax 
arrears. The 2 March, 1908 board meeting dis-
cussed the amount of arrears in taxes and de-
cided that in keeping with the provincial 
school ordinance, “a 6% interest rate would be 
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charged on all arrears of taxes from December 
31st of the year they were levied”. It was par-
ticularly difficult to collect school taxes from 
non-ratepayers as students from non-ratepayer 
families often arrived or departed at anytime 
during the school year and often did not have a 
specific property to tax.  At the 17 January, 
1921 annual school meeting there was a dis-
cussion about barring all non-ratepayers and 
visitors from attending the school. However, 
after the discussion, it was moved by Mr. 
Korody and seconded by Mr. Mikloas that all 
non-ratepayers be allowed to attend school up-
on a charge of 10 cents/day to be paid monthly 
in advance. This was amended at the annual 
ratepayers meeting on 18 January, 1934 to read 
“… 10 cents/day for the first 100 days and 
when $10.00 was reached, no further charge be 
made in the same year”.  

The 1912 School Act gave school tax 
collection activities to the Provincial Local 
Improvement Districts which were the precur-
sors to the smaller Rural Municipality adminis-
trative areas.11 This seems to have presented 
problems as expressed in the following motion 
by W. Teulon and seconded by W. Timmins at 
the annual meeting of ratepayers 15 January, 
1913  “That ratepayers of St. Elizabeth School 
SD consider the method adopted in the new 
school act, re: the collection of school taxes by 
the Local Improvement Secretary to be very 
unjust to the ratepayers as it is impossible to do 
business this way as the Secretary of the Local 
Improvement District having about $600.00 of 
our money which they are holding back and 
the SD being left to borrow money”.  

Once incorporated, the rural munici-
palities collected the school taxes for the 
school districts. However, problems still exist-
ed with school districts receiving their school 
taxes. At the 15 January, 1915 board meeting, 
“The Secretary was asked to write RM 152 
(Spy Hill) asking for the $72.70 due to our 
District and pay the balance of Mr. McKin-
non’s salary [the school teacher] when he re-
ceived the Money”.  On the same subject, a 8 
December, 1916 letter to school teacher J. L. 

McRae, the Acting Deputy Minister writes  “I 
beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 29th ultimo (preceding month) and note that 
you have been informed by the secretary-
treasurer  of the above district (SD #1316) that 
the board would be unable to pay your salary 
in full owing to being unable to obtain funds 
from the rural municipality.” Similar problems 
were encountered in 1917 but not mentioned 
again in any further documentation. However, 
at the 22 January, 1919  ratepayers meeting, 
the secretary was instructed to write the Sas-
katchewan Trustees Convention to inquire 
“why the school district should pay interest on 
school taxes collected by the municipality?”.  

Finances were always tight as the 
school district was small and the amount of 
total taxation revenues limited. School district 
size seems to have been based on how far a 
school child could walk to and from school 
and not on financial sustainability. There was 
also a limit that ratepayers would agree to in 
terms of the per acre or mill rate levy especial-
ly during the economic depression in the 1930s 
and in years when crops or prices were poor. 
And indeed ratepayers kept an eye on the 
school district taxes they paid. At the 19 Janu-
ary, 1927 Ratepayers meeting, it was moved 
by W. Timmins and seconded that “the school 
district pay back to the Ratepayers the sum of 
$1.90 per quarter section as a refund on tax 
overpaid in 1923, this to apply to RM 152 (Spy 
Hill)  and RM 183 (Fertile Belt).” 

The school board was always looking 
for ways to increase the number of ratepayers 
through extending the school district bounda-
ries but all school districts employed this strat-
egy leaving little leeway to increase finances.  
St. Elizabeth School boundaries were adjusted 
in 1919 from the original boundaries set in 
1905 and adjusted again in 1927. The 1927 
boundaries remained the same until the closure 
of School District #1316 in 1965 (see Appen-
dix 1, Figure A1 Map). As time went on, the 
percentage of total school district funding from 
Provincial Government grants increased rela-
tive to funding by district ratepayers. 
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Chapter 6 
 

School Hygiene  
and  

Drinking Water Problems 
 

here were continual debates about ei-
ther renovating the old school house 
built in 1907 or building a new school-

house with proper indoor sanitation, lighting 
and heating facilities. A 1923 Department of 
Education School Hygiene Report indicated 
that schoolroom illumination was poor owing 
to insufficient south facing windows and dark 
walls and ceiling.12 Desks were in poor condi-
tion, not perfectly arranged and insufficient in 
number. Outdoor toilets had no ventilation, 
screens or hole covers. Twenty-six students 
were examined; 4 had eyesight deficiencies, 2 
cases of enlarged tonsils, 5 students required 
dental care and there was one case of orthope-
dic defect.  

A long list of recommendations was 
provided to the trustees with special attached 
recommendations concerning the state of the 
toilets recommending that sanitary closets be 
installed. It was also recommended that a con-
tainer with a tap be bought for drinking water. 
The recommendations were agreed to by the 
trustees at the 17 January, 1924 annual school 

meeting but owing to the high cost of the reno-
vations, they decided that the ratepayers should 
be consulted. The ratepayers at a special meet-
ing on 6 February were informed that renova-
tions to the school would cost $395 and caustic 
closets $250. A vote by the ratepayers opposed 
all the renovations and the purchasing of sani-
tary closets by a 17 to 3 vote. This matter is 
not discussed again in any school documenta-
tion although in 1930, the three windows on 
the north side of the school building were 
boarded up and two more windows added to 
the south side to increase illumination.  

Obtaining good drinking water was a 
particular problem in the early years. Although 
a well had been dug close to the school and 
never went dry, the water quality must have 
been questionable from time to time. Part of 
the water quality problem may have been the 
wooden cribbing that was initially put in which 
would have deteriorated over time.  In addi-
tion, livestock were watered from the school 
well by several local farmers including L. 
Nagy from 1907 to 1913 before he left the 
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Yarbo area. At the 12 January, 1909 board 
meeting, the secretary was instructed to “write 
L. Nagy to kindly clean up the mess which has 
accumulated around the well from his stock 
during the winter”.   

The first time the drinking water prob-
lem was mentioned was at the 11 January, 
1912 annual ratepayers meeting but the discus-
sion was deferred. The drinking water problem 
was not mentioned again until the 15 January, 
1914  annual ratepayers meeting where it was 
moved by W. Teulon and seconded by W. 
Timmins that eve troughs be bought along with 
a water tank and water filter. The question of 
whether the rainwater for drinking was satis-
factory was raised at the 13 January 1915 an-
nual ratepayers meeting “but as the inspector 
made no report on same, it was thought that 
the present system must be O.K.”.  However, 
at the 11 August, 1915 board meeting, it was 
decided that the rain water was unfit for chil-
dren to drink and an offer was accepted from 
Mr. Hobart to fill the water fountain for $0.50 
per week. The issue was raised again at the 15 
January, 1916 meeting where it was decided to 

put the water tank in proper condition so that 
the drinking fountain could be filled as needed 
from the tank.  

At the 31 March, 1919 board meeting, 
it was decided to have the well cleaned and 
have the secretary send a sample of the water 
to be tested. The trustees decided to put a new 
plank well cribbing bound with wire at the 13 
May, 1919 board meeting and to repair and sell 
the water tank - the work to be done by W. Ko-
rordy and  J. Lippai. A pump was to be bought 
for $5.00 and installed by F. Bunbick and “it 
was further understood that anyone using the 
pump when taking water away from the school 
well shall pay $5.00 for use of the pump” - an 
obvious attempt to limit the use of the school 
well by outsiders.   

It seems that from 1919 forward the 
school well water was used for school drinking 
water and there is no documentation suggest-
ing otherwise. The well was cleaned and the 
pump repaired several times and a concrete 
well cribbing was installed in 1950 with the 
work done by L. Croswell, J. Swejda, and J. 
Park for which they were each paid $10.00. 
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Chapter 7 

 
The New St. Elizabeth School Building 

 
lthough there was continual discussion 
on the topic of a proposed Yarbo 
school district and the possible closure 

of the St. Elizabeth school built in 1907 along 
with the enlargement and amalgamation of 
school districts, St. Elizabeth School District 
trustees moved steadily forward with plans to 
build a new school building to replace the 
1907 school building. A 6 March, 1951 letter 
to the Department of Education from J. R. 
Park, school Secretary-Treasurer requested 
plans for a one-room schoolhouse with a 
basement to accommodate 30 students. A 13 
March, 1951 letter from the Ministry of Educa-
tion indicated that plans were being worked on 
and would be available at months end. 

A new one room St Elizabeth School 
was built in the summer/fall of 1953 to replace 
the old school built in 1907.  It was built on the 
southwest corner of  the same quarter as the 
old school (SE 10 20 33 W1) about 2.5 miles 
directly west of Yarbo. Three acres of land 
were purchased for the new school from the 
landowner Joseph S. Nagy (son of Louis 
Nagy) for $150.00 as indicated on the land title 

finalized in 1955. The school was concrete 
block and stucco and had a basement, an oil 
furnace, and indoor toilet facilities. Joseph S. 
Nagy dug the schoolhouse basement with his 
Cletrac caterpillar and scraper. The barn from 
the old school was partitioned and part of it 
moved to the new school site and put on a 
foundation. The pupils and their teacher, Miss 
Gladys Binns, moved to the new St Elizabeth 
school in December, 1953. 

No well was dug and water was 
brought each day at first by the older boys and 
later by both boys and girls either before the 
start of school or at the first recess from Mr. 
Lyle Croswell’s home well across the road. 
George Dolejsi constructed a schoolyard fence 
in 1955 for the tendered amount of $50. The 
schoolhouse was electrified in 1959. The old 
school house was dismantled by Rodney Lyle 
and the lumber sold. The stone foundation, 
well and concrete step and landing remain at 
the old school site today.  In 1980, the title of 
the old school site was transferred to Christo-
pher A. Nagy, L. Nagy’s great grandson, by 
the Potashville School Division for $150. 
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Chapter 8 
 
The Yarbo School District Controversy 

here were continuous discussions about 
establishing a Yarbo school district and 
building a school in Yarbo.  Had  the 

Grand Trunk Pacific railway come through the 
area  establishing the village of Yarbo a few 
years earlier than 1907 or had Louis Nagy’s 
petition for the St. Elizabeth School District 
been registered a few years later than  1904 or 
1905, a school district would undoubtedly have 
been granted to Yarbo and a school built in the 
village. This would have changed the configu-
ration of the school districts in the area with St. 
Elizabeth school being built in a different loca-
tion or perhaps not being built at all. 

The first mention of the formation of a 
Yarbo school district appears in the 20 March, 
1914 board meeting notes. The school secre-
tary, Frank Bubnick  was instructed to make a 
trip to the next Langenburg RM  meeting to  
strongly protest establishing a Yarbo school 
district. The 23 April, 1921 ratepayers meeting 
voted 28 to 2 against building a school at Yar-
bo.  In advance of the vote, a petition against 
building a Yarbo school was signed by 32 
ratepayers and sent to the Department of Edu-
cation (see Appendix 1, Figure A2.) At the 
same meeting, a motion to move the present 
1907 school  building  to a new site located ! 

mile south and ! mile east (1 ! miles directly 
west of Yarbo) was dropped.  

A 26 January, 1950 letter to the Minis-
try of Education from Joseph Neyedly indi-
cates that there were 19 children of school age 
in the proximity of Yarbo and asks for a Yarbo 
school building grant. A 28 January, 1950 let-
ter to the Deputy Minister from Frank G. Krall 
informs the Deputy Minister of the poor condi-
tion of St. Elizabeth school and recommends, 
in light of the distance students now have to 
travel, that two new schools be built at either 
end of SD #1316. A 31 January, 1950 letter 
from the Deputy Minister of Education indi-
cates that they will look into the matter. Sever-
al letters were exchanged with both sides 
asking for more information and clarity con-
cerning the matter. A 21 February, 1950 letter 
from the Department of Education pointed out 
that a new Yarbo school district  would take 
lands from St. Elizabeth (SD #1316), Redpath 
(SD #763) and Vallar (SD #1020) thus making 
the three existing school districts financially 
unsustainable.  It was decided that Mr. Moir, 
Superintendent of Schools, Melville, travel to 
Yarbo to meet supporters of the proposed Yar-
bo school district. His findings are presented in 
a letter to the Director of School Administra-
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tion, Regina (dated 27 March, 1950) outlining 
the precise boundaries of the proposed new 
school district and other matters. 

The St. Elizabeth School trustees and 
secretary sent a letter dated 4 April, 1950 to 
the Department of Education indicating their 
disapproval of the formation of a Yarbo SD at 
their expense of 1/3 of the existing assessment 
value.  They were however open to discussing 
the formation of a larger school district/unit. 
Vallar SD also objected to the Yarbo SD pro-
posal. In preparation for a larger school unit 
and so as to be in the same Superintendency as 
other bordering school districts, St. Elizabeth 
School trustees asked for and were granted that 
they be transferred from the Melville South 
School Superintendency to the Yorkton Super-
intendency (letter dated 4 August, 1950).  

During this period, thirty-five Yarbo 
SD supporters signed a petition each indicating 
the amount of money they would donate for 
school building construction along with the 
number of free labour days each would give. 
The donations totaled $1,025 with 103 days of 
free labour.  The petition (see Appendix 1, 
Figure A3) was presented to the Department of 
Education in Regina in person by Mr. J. 
Schentag of Yarbo. Permission from both the 
Rural Municipality of Langenburg #181 and 
the Department of Education was required but 
both parties decided that a survey (i.e., fact 
finding mission) of the situation was necessary 
before a decision could be made. A survey by 
the Department of Education was carried out 
by interviewing delegates from St Elizabeth 
SD #1316, Redpath SD  #763, Vallar SD 
#1020, and Kingslynn SD #1851. The conclu-
sion of the survey, as presented in a 25 July, 
1950 internal Board of Education letter, stated 
that the existing and proposed Yarbo school 
districts would be financially challenged and 
any move to form a new district would cause 

considerable disarray in the community around 
Yarbo. They recommended no further action 
until a vote could be taken on creating a larger 
school Unit in the area under the 1944 Larger 
School Units Act.  

A 7 October, 1950 letter from the Di-
rector of School Administration informed the 
school districts in question of the vote and the 
procedures to be followed for voting for a pro-
posed enlarged Yorkton School Unit #36 with-
in which the existing school districts in 
question would be placed. An immediate vote 
must not have taken place as an almost identi-
cal letter was sent again 10 September, 1952 
informing of the vote to be taken 9 Oct, 1952 
on the same subject. A 14 October, 1952 letter 
from the Deputy Minister, Education informed 
the trustees of St. Elizabeth School SD #1316 
that it was now part of Subunit 6 of Yorkton 
School Unit #36 and informed them of the 
procedure to elect a delegate to send to a Unit 
6 meeting for the purpose of electing a Unit 6 
trustee.13 

Starting in the mid 1950’s, the popula-
tion of Yarbo and district grew with the con-
struction of the IMC potash mine just north of 
the village and the student population of SD # 
1316 outgrew the existing one-room school. 
Ratepayers in and around Yarbo continued to 
press for a school building in Yarbo.  Their 
long struggle ended  in 1957 when a one-room 
school building was moved to Yarbo and was 
called St. Elizabeth “B” while the existing ru-
ral school built in 1953 was called St. Eliza-
beth “A”.  The first full year of classes in 
Yarbo was 1958-59.  Two more one-room 
school buildings were moved to Yarbo in 1962 
and 1965 and respectively named St. Elizabeth 
“C” and “D”. A modern three room elementary 
school was commissioned in 1966 at the cost 
of $60,000.00  replacing the three one room 
schools which were sold and moved. 
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Chapter 9 

 
Closure of St. Elizabeth SD #1316  

and  
Yarbo Schools 

 
n 1964, St. Elizabeth SD #1316 became 
part of the newly formed Potashville 
school unit #25 under the Provincial school 

district amalgamation program which effec-
tively was the end of SD #1316. St. Elizabeth 
SD #1316 had been placed in Unit 4 of the 
Postashville school Unit and aligned with 
Churchbridge high school. There was much 
discussion and debate about closing the rural 
St. Elizabeth “A” school and having the stu-
dents go to the schools in Yarbo, which would 
have meant a distance of four to five miles for 
some students. A further complication arose 
when it was determined that there was a choice 
of either busing high school students from the 
St. Elizabeth school/Yarbo area to Esterhazy 
high school or busing the grade school students 
from St. Elizabeth “A” into Yarbo, but not  
busing both.  

Thirty-five SD #1316 ratepayers were 
present at the school ratepayers meeting 29 
March, 1965.  Joseph A. Nagy moved, second-
ed by Laddie Tomolak,  that St. Elizabeth 
schools, “A”, “B’ & “C” join Postashville 
school Unit 6 which then gave them the enti-
tlement to send elementary students to Ester-
hazy schools if they so chose. John Helmeczi 

then moved, seconded by Roy Binns, that “we 
close St. Elizabeth “A” school and have them 
(students) transported by bus to Esterhazy”. 
Both motions carried.  

The rural St. Elizabeth “A” school was 
then closed at the end of spring term in 1965 
and the St. Elizabeth “A” elementary school 
students along with all high school students in 
the Yarbo area were bused into Esterhazy. The 
St. Elizabeth “A” schoolhouse was first rented, 
then sold in 1971 to C. Smith of Yarbo for 
$1,000 and is today a family dwelling although 
various additions make the building unrecog-
nizable as the schoolhouse built in 1953. 

The grade school students from in and 
immediately around Yarbo continued to go to 
school there until 1971. The three-room Yarbo 
school built in 1966 was closed in 1971 after 
much local controversy and all students were 
bused either to Esterhazy or Churchbridge 
schools. This ended the era of the one-room 
and small rural and village schools that had 
provided education to the  population of the 
Yarbo area for over sixty years.  

Prior to the closing of St. Elizabeth 
“A” in 1965, there were twenty-five students 
in each year from 1955 to 1957 and thirty-two 
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in 1957-58. In 1958-59, the Yarbo school 
opened leaving only seventeen students attend-
ing St. Elizabeth “A” School. In 1961-62, 
twenty-five students attended but there were 
only sixteen students during 1964-65, the last 
year of St. Elizabeth “A” Schools existence. In  

1962-63, Christopher Nagy and Larry Hel-
meczi were the very last grade one students to 
be admitted to the school and were in grade 3 
when the school closed. Mrs. Godwin from 
Tantallon taught the 1964-65 class and was St. 
Elizabeth “A” School’s last teacher.   
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Chapter 10 
 

Reflection 
 

 
or some former students, the one-room 
rural schoolhouse experience was 
looked upon with nostalgia. There was 

the camaraderie of the students from grades 
one to eight all in the same room each knowing 
many of the upper grade literature stories and 
poems by heart by the time they themselves 
reached the upper grades. Older students often 
took care of the younger ones. The fifteen-
minute reading of a book chapter by the teach-
er after the noon hour break was a favorite part 
of the day. There were fond memories of re-
cesses and noon hours spent outdoors playing 
school yard games like softball (and even 
cricket), prisoners base, fox and goose, anti-i-
over and skating on the nearest slough in win-
ter. There was the excitement of the upcoming 
Christmas concert. And, the curious fascina-
tion with drowning out and chasing gophers. 

For other former students, the one-
room schoolhouse experience was mixed.  
There was the long walk to and from school in 
the hot summer and cold winter. Or having to 
ride or drive unruly horses to and from school 
at a very young age. There were disciplinary 
problems especially with the older boys and at 
times with the older girls that went beyond the 
teacher’s ability to properly handle. There was 
student punishment that could mean a strap-
ping. Many, especially the older boys, did not 

want to be in school at all and would rather be 
outdoors working on the farm with the free-
dom to smoke and curse. There was the fright-
ening day the school Superintendent came 
each year to check not only on the teacher but 
to review each student’s scribbler and pro-
gress. For those students with problems or 
learning disabilities, there was no support as 
there is today – slog through as best you could.  

The one-room rural schoolhouse sys-
tem had its detractors from the beginning. The 
Survey of Education for Saskatchewan pub-
lished in 1918 by H. W. Foght was critical of 
the management, financing and education 
standards of rural Saskatchewan school dis-
tricts.  Foght’s main criticisms were that small 
school districts with three person school 
boards were ineffective, impracticable and 
could not meet the community educational 
needs. Trustees, although well meaning, often 
misdirected their efforts because of lack of 
knowledge of educational needs and fell easy 
victim to salespeople who sold them expensive 
and unnecessary equipment and supplies at the 
expense of providing required books and mate-
rials. School boards often chose teachers im-
prudently and paid salaries disproportionate to 
teacher qualifications. There was inequality of 
financial support as some school districts were 
wealthier than others and while some districts 
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levied appropriate school taxes to support their 
school, other districts purposely held school 
taxes low. Little attention was paid to health 
and hygienic standards.  Examination stand-
ards were poor and the school curriculum “did 
not meet the demands of a democratic people 
occupied with the conquest of a great agricul-
tural country” (Foght, 1918, page 9).  
  The Foght study offered many recom-
mendations. The Saskatchewan Education De-
partment took their time in implementing 
many of the recommendations (as well as rec-
ommendations from other studies) and much 
did not start to change until after WWII. That 
is not to say that nothing was done as incre-
mental improvements were made over the 
years. One particular advancement was the 
evolution of teacher training first through 
Normal schools that granted teacher certifi-
cates that later developed into teacher training 
through Education Faculties at Universities 
and the granting of education degrees. 

Although the rural one-room school 
system had its failings and warranted criticism, 
what was the alternative to the Saskatchewan 
rural small school district system?  The cen-
tralized  rural school system of today relies 
heavily on good roads  and the busing of stu-

dents up to 25 miles and more which was not 
feasible in bygone days. The present educa-
tional system also relies heavily on provincial 
government taxation and funding and much 
less on rural ratepayers who could never afford 
to pay for today’s system. There is a high de-
gree of central administrative control in the 
present education system that took several 
decades to develop.  Other than (perish the 
thought) some type of residential boarding 
school system for rural children, the one-room 
schoolhouse small district system, with all its 
faults, seems to have been the logical and best 
choice for the time.  

St. Elizabeth School district undoubt-
edly faced many of the same problems and 
criticisms through its sixty years of existence 
as those articulated in the Foght study. But the 
school has left the legacy of educating the 
children of over eighty families over a period 
of six decades who have gone on to make val-
uable contributions not only locally, but to 
Saskatchewan, the country and to the world.  
Moreover, the school was a unifying institution 
in the Yarbo area that brought together peoples 
from different ethnic, social and religious 
backgrounds for a common cause - that of bet-
tering the future of their children.  
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1/ Louis Nagy (1870-1939) emigrated to Canada from Mezoladany, Hungary to the Esterhaz Col-
ony, Kaposvar area (south of Esterhazy, SK) with his parents in 1888 at the age of 17. He and his 
wife Rozalia (Lovasz) and family moved to what is now the Yarbo area in 1898. Their house was  
situated on SE  10 20 33 W1 and they farmed five quarter sections mainly raising cattle. In 1904, 
three of his then seven children were of school age. Louis and his family moved from Yarbo back 
to the Hazelcliff/Kaposvar area in 1913 but continued to own the Yarbo land and remained a rate-
payer and supporter of St. Elizabeth School. 
 
2/ Redpath school was built in 1903 on the Cut Arm creek northeast of the present village of Yar-
bo. The village of Yarbo (SE corner SE 12 20 33 W1) began as a Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
siding when the railway was constructed in 1907. A railway station and Atlas grain elevator were 
constructed in the same year (see the Esterhazy History Book, 1999,  pages 260-262). There is no 
historical account of where the name Yarbo originated from or its meaning. Yarbo is on what has 
been referred to as the “ABC” rail line where the railway company named the new sidings in al-
phabetical order for convenience i.e., Yarbo, Zeneta, Atwater, Basco (changed to Bangor), and 
Cana with some of the names having no historical meaning (see Russell, 1997). Yarbo is also the 
name of a town in Alabama, USA and is a surname originating from England. Several USA Civil 
War veterans had the surname Yarbo. Hank Yarbo, the fictional character on the 2004-2009 Cor-
ner Gas TV series took his surname from Yarbo, SK. 
 
3/ The 1905 petition identified SD #1316 as including sections 34, 35, 36 and fractional section 33 
in Tp. 19 Rg. 33 and sections 2, 3, 10, 11, 14, 15, 22,  & 23, the west halves of sections 1, 12, 13 
& 24, the fractional sections 4, 9, 16,  & 21, in Tp. 20 Rg. 33 W1 and the east half of sections 12, 
13 & 24 Tp. 20 Rg. 1 W2.   A 30 January, 1909 letter from the Deputy Commissioner of Educa-
tion identified SD #1316 land as that held in 1905 with the addition of the north half of fractional 
section 28 Tp. 19 Rg. 33  W1 minus SW 24 20 33 W1.  In 1927, SD #1316 is described as the 
sections held in 1909 with the addition of the south half of section 6 Tp. 20 Rg. 32, the east half of 
section 1 and SE quarter of section 12 Tp. 20 Rg. 33 W1 (Yarbo), and the west halves of sections 
12, 13 & 24 in Tp. 20 Rg. 1, W2 minus the north half of section 22 & 23, the west half of section 
24 Tp. 19 Rg. 33 W1 and the north half of section 24 Tp. 20 Rg. 1 W2. 
 
4/ On the first school district petition, dated 8/11/1904, the name is spelt E. Roberge  while on the 
second petition dated 20/05/1905, the name is spelt E. Robarge.  Name spelling variations of other 
family names can also be found in the documents.  
 
5/ The Saskatchewan Act, an Act of the Canadian Parliament, established the new province of 
Saskatchewan effective September 1, 1905. There was a period of transition where the NWT or-
dinances and NWT forms were used after September 1, 1905. 
 
6/ The flag flown on the 1907 St. Elizabeth School flag pole was the Royal Union Flag (Union 
Jack), the flag of the United Kingdom of Great Britten and Ireland and Canada’s official flag from 
1801 to 28 January,1965.  Canada’s new flag, the Maple Leaf Flag was first used in Canada on 15 
February, 1965 and thus only flown over St. Elizabeth “A” School for a few months before the 
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school  closed. The flag was hoisted every school day in the morning after singing the Canadian 
National Anthem “O Canada” and taken down again at the closing of the school day when “God 
Save the King/Queen” was sung.  Two students were usually assigned to flag detail for the week 
holding the flag up in front of the class during the singing. On the occasion that the rope jammed 
in the flag pole top pulley, the nimblest student would shimmy up the pole and untangle the rope. 
Every student learned how to draw the Union Jack by heart – the cross of Saint George overlaid 
with the cross of Saint Andrew overlaid with the cross of Saint Patrick. 

7/At this time, The Department of Education required a teacher to have a teaching certificate be-
fore they could be hired by a school board. A teacher could earn a first, second or third grade cer-
tificate. Foght (1918, page 110) indicates that “A student of average ability can pass the third 
grade examination in one or two years’ [of high school] attendance; the second grade examination 
in two or three years; and the first in three or four [years of high school]”.  Foght indicates that  
“candidates  receive a normal school preparation of 10 weeks for third grade certificates, and 16 
weeks for second and first grade certificates”.  However, a provisional teaching certificate could 
be issued to secondary school students with no training.  A letter dated 23 September, 1907 from 
the Deputy Commissioner, Education stated that a Provisional Certificate had been issued to Miss 
E. R. Calver to teach until December 31, 1907. There were 723 similar Provisional certificates 
granted in Saskatchewan in 1916 indicating that many school teachers had very minimal qualifi-
cations at the beginning of the one-room schoolhouse era.  

8/ In all, 19 students took grade 9 and 10 correspondence courses and a few grade 11 from 1928 to 
1961:  Fern Grieve, Vera Saxton, Mable Bubnick, Frank Kristoff, John Osiowy, Romuald Rush-
ka, Ernest Nagy, Joseph A. Nagy, Henry Czernicki, Ida Rushka, Ethel Schentag, Ailsa Croswell, 
Ewald Schentag, George Tochor, Blanche Schentag, Esther Swejda, Sheila Helmle, Joseph Tomo-
lak and John Tomolak. 
 
9/ The children of Louis Nagy, the children of his son Joseph S. Nagy and the children of Louis’s 
grandson Joseph A. Nagy attended St. Elizabeth School. 
 
10/ Religious instruction was given at the school for the Catholic students. Edith Maddaford (Cro-
swell), although from an Anglican family, recalls attending Catholic catechism classes given at  
that time by the teacher Ms. Mildred Knourek and Father Burns from Our Lady of Victories Par-
ish, Esterhazy. Classes were given in the last half-hour of the school day for short periods within 
the school year.    
 
11/ The St. Elizabeth school building is located in the Rural Municipality of Langenburg (#181) 
which was incorporated January 1, 1913.  The west part of the school district area overlaps  into 
the RM of  Fertile Belt (#183 ) also incorporated January 1, 1913 and  the south part of the school 
district overlaps the  RM of Spyhill #152 incorporated December 11, 1911. 
 
12/ There was a program of yearly nurse visits to the school and while there must have been other 
Department of Education Hygiene Reports over the years, this was the only one that made its way 
into the Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan St. Elizabeth School papers.  
 
13/ Subunits within the Yorkton School Unit were made up of several established school districts 
that still elected three trustees of their own. 
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St. Elizabeth School Family Names and Students 1907-1965 
!
Balash 
Mary Balash (1940) 
 
Binns 
Gladys Binns (1915-22) 
Kathleen Binns (1916-22) 
Roy Binns (1921-22) 
 
William Binns (1954-62) 
Alva Binns (1955-63) 
Brian Binns (1957-65) 
James Binns (1960-65) 
Ida Anne Binns (1961-65) 
 
Biro 
Steve Biro (1923-30) 
 
Blum 
Joseph Blum 
Bill Blum 
Andrew Blum (1930-38) 
Agnes Blum (1933-41) 
 
Dennis Blum (1952-57)Y 
Arthur Blum (1952-57)Y 
 
Bobb 
Bernard Bobb (1961-62) 
Sandra Bobb (1961-62) 
Freda Bobb (1961-62) 
Robert Bobb (1961-62) 
David Bobb (1961-62) 
 
Braulin 
Kenneth Braulin (1954-57) 
 
Brunyansky 
Steve Brunyansky (1935-36) 
 
Bubnick 
Mable Bubnick*(1923-34) 
 
Donald Bubnick (1936-44) 
Dennis Bubnick (1942-46) 
James Bubnick (1945-46) 
 
Busch 
Richard Busch (1957)Y 
Victor Busch (1957)Y!
 
Bushell 

Carluk  
Rosie Carluk (1932-40) 
Ruby Carluk (1934-44) 
Jean Carluk (1938-46) 
Patrick Carluk (1942-52)  
Mable Carluk (1943-52) 
Dennis Carluk (1945-53) 
 
Court 
Fred Court (1937-43) 
 
Croswell 
Ailsa Croswell (1937-46) 
Edith Croswell (1948-56) 
 
Czernicki 
John Czernicki (1931-38) 
Henry Czernicki (1932-42) 
Mary Czernicki (1939-46) 
 
Dobka 
Stanley Dobka (1943-48) 
Rose Dobka (1945-53) 
 
Dolejsi 
George Dolejsi (1949-54) 
 
Dorey 
Greg Dorey (1954) 
 
Down 
 
Drozda  
    
Fescuic  
Lawrence  Fescuic (1943-46) 
David Fescuic (1943-46) 
Donald  Fescuic (1943-46) 
 
Ficek  
Agnus Ficek 
Katie Ficek 
Joseph Ficek 
 
Flamont 
Isabel Flamont (1925-29) 
Wilfred Flamont (1927-29) 
 

Frechette  
David Frechette (1957)Y 
!

Gray 
Wallace Gray (1947-51) 
Sandra Gray (1950-51) 
 
Grieve 
Fern Grieve (1922-30) 
Henry Grieve (1925-31) 
 
Helmeczi 
Diane Helmeczi (1959-65) 
Kenneth Helmeczi (1960-65) 
Isabelle Helmeczi (1961-65) 
Lawrence Helmeczi (1962-65) 
 
Helmle 
Sheila Helmle (1949-57) 
Lucille  Helmle (1954-62) 
 
Hobart 
Eveline Hobart 1916-23)  
Florence Hobart (1919-23) 
 
Hoffman 
Frank Hoffman (1931-39) 
Mary Hoffman (1932-41) 
Elsie Hoffman (1933-43) 
Jerry Hoffman (1939-46) 
Charles Hoffman (1941-47) 
Robert Hoffman (1943-53) 
Rudolph Hoffman (1949-54) 
Tony Hoffman (1950-54) 
Larry Hoffman (1951-54) 
 
Katzenback 
Joe Katzenback (1934-39) 
Magda Katzenback (1935-45) 
Julia Katzenback (1935-45) 
Zolton Katzenback (1939-48) 
Ethel Katzenback (1940-48) 
William Katzenback (1942-50) 
Richard Katzenback (1951-60) 
 
Keller  
  
Klimm 
Charles Klimm 
Tillie Klimm (1925-33) 
Rudolph Klimm (1927-35)!
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Korody 
Mary Korody 
 
Krall 
Margaret Krall (1945) 
 
Kristoff 
Margaret Kristoff  
Elizabeth Kristoff 
Frank Kristoff *(1923-32) 
James Kristoff* (1924-32) 
Rose Kristoff (1928-37) 
Agnes  Kristoff (1931-39) 
 
Patricia Kristoff (1952-57)Y 
Gorden Kristoff (1956-57)Y 
Grant Kristoff (1956-57)Y 
 
Kubik 
Larry Kubik (1945-52) 
 
Leftwich 
Vernon Leftwich (1915-22) 
Constance Leftwich (1915-22) 
 
Lippai 
Helen Lippai  
Frank Lippai  
Joe Lippai (1922-30) 
Mary Lippai (1925-32) 
Jim Lippai* (1927-36) 
Margaret Lippai (1928-37) 
 
Marlene Lippai (1953-61) 
Bernice Lippai (1955-64) 
Donna Lippai (1957-65) 
Morely Lippai (1960-65) 
 
John Lippai (1961-65) 
 
Lishnoski 
 
Lovasz  
Mary Lovasz (1930-38) 
Billy Lovasz (1930-38) 
Theresa Lovasz (1931-39) 
Peter Lovasz (1933-41) 
Elizabeth Lovasz (1940-45) 
 
MacDonald 
Max MacDonald (1931-36) 
Glen MacDonald (1932-36) 
Doreen MacDonald (1933-36 
Robert MacDonald (1933-36) 
!

McDuffy 
Barry McDuffy (1955) 
 
Maga  
Mary Maga (1929-35) 
Pete Maga (1929-39) 
Charles Maga (1932-39) 
Frances Maga (1938-46) 
Nellie  Maga (1939-43) 
Georgina Maga (1939-46) 
Stanley Maga (1942-46) 
Edward Maga (1943-46) 
 
Medwid 
Mac Medwid (1954-56) 
Donald Medwid (1954-57) 
Elaine Medwid (1957-60) 
 
Mikolas 
 
Moloski 
Harvey Moloski*k (1932-36) 
Ronald Moloski* (1932-36) 
Loreen Moloski? 
 
Nagy  
Mary Nagy (1907-10) 
Louis A. Nagy Jr. (1907-10) 
Frank Nagy (1907-1911) 
Joseph S. Nagy (1907-13) 
Margaret Nagy (1908-13) 
George Nagy (1910-13) 
Ann Nagy (1911-13) 
Peter Nagy  (1913) 
 
Earnest Nagy  (1929-41) 
Joseph A. Nagy  (1931-41) 
Gilbert Nagy (1937-45) 
Louis A. Nagy (1938-46) 
Mary Ann Nagy (1950-58) 
 
Joanne Nagy (1953-61) 
Joseph G. Nagy (1954-62) 
Jerome E. Nagy (1957-65) 
Jack M. Nagy (1959-65) 
Chris A.  Nagy (1962-65) 
 
Niznick 
Alma Niznick (1932-40) 
Bernice Niznick (1933-43) 
Ernest Niznick (1937-45) 
Lawrence Niznick (1939-45) 
 

Osiowy  
John Osiowy (1932-34) 
 
Park 
Larry Park (1954-57)Y 
 
Perreault 
Doreen Perreault (1950-53) 
Victor Perreault (1950-56) 
Lawrence Perreault  (1950-57) 
Rose Perreault (1956-64) 
Cecelia Perreault (1957-65) 
Stella Perreault (1960-65) 
 
Petracek 
Grace Petracek (1930-33) 
 
Porter 
Agnes Porter 
Mary Porter 
 
Putt 
Florence Putt (1929-35) 
Cyril Putt (1937-45) 
 
Riddall 
Mabel Riddall (1941-42) 
 
Roberge 
 
Roppe 
 
Roublicek 
Sharan Roublicek (1952-54) 
 
Rushka 
Leonard Rushka* (1928-36) 
Romuald Rushka (1930-41) 
Ida Rushka (1931-42) 
Belford Rushka (1934-43) 
 
Russoski 
Rosie Russoski (1927-30) 
Mary Russoski (1927-30) 
 
Saxton 
Vera Saxton (1931-32 
Marion Saxton (1930-32) 
Alfred Saxton (1930-32) 
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Schentag 
Annie Schentag (1922-30) 
Adolph Schentag (1925-31) 
Dorothy Schentag (1929-37) 
Elsie Schentag (1930-39) 
Ethel Schentag (1932-42) 
Emil Schentag (1934-43) 
George Schentag (1937-45) 
Ewald Schentag (1939-48) 
Blanche Schentag (1941-50) 
 
Schiminowski 
Carl Schiminowski (1930-31) 
 
Stack 
 
Stefinik 
William Stefinik (1932-34) 
 
Swejda 
Frank Swejda (1926-34) 
 
Esther Swejda (1943-53) 
Betty Swejda (1948-56) 
David Swejda (1952-61) 
 
Teulon 
!

Timmins 
Ed Timmins  
 
Tochor 
Charles Tochor (1922-30) 
Agnes Tochor (1923-31) 
Emil Tochor (1928-36) 
Elsie Tochor (1929-38) 
Stanley Tochor (1934-44) 
George Tochor (1939-48) 
 
Tomolak 
Isabel Tomolak (1947-56) 
Joseph Tomolak (1948-57) 
John Tomolak (1951-61) 
Rose Tomolak (1957-65) 
 
Ulstead 
Margaret Ulstead (1956-58) 
Kenneth Ulstead (1956-58) 
Carol Ulstead (1957-58) 
 
Urban 
Jim Urban  
Frank Urban* (1926-33) 
Rosie Urban (1927-35) 
Adolph Urban* (1928-38) 
Emil Urban (1929-37) 
 
Larry Urban (1949-52) 
!

Wagner 
Ethel Wagner (1954-55) 
 
Wapemoose  
Wilfred Wapemoose 
 
Weselak 
Mildred Weselak (1938-42) 
 
Zaharia 
Bill Zaharia (1925-33) 
Rosie Zaharia (1927-35) 
Nick Zaharia (1928-35) 
Nellie Zaharia (1929-35) 
Mary Zaharia (1929-35) 
Alex Zaharia (1932-35) 
Thomas Zaharia (1933-35) 
!

*Canadian military service WWII 
k Killed in action WWII 
Y Continued schooling at St. Elizabeth “B” in Yarbo 
___________________ 
Source: Yarbo 1980 Homecoming Committee, 1980 (St. Elizabeth School attendance registry 
1929-1965); Esterhazy History Book Committee, 1999; St. Elizabeth School District # 1316, 
1906; Information from personal contacts. 
 
Note: Information on family names and students attending St. Elizabeth School from 1929 
forward and the actual years they attended is fairly accurate.  However, in some cases the 
beginning and ending years may be one year out given that some years are missing from the 
school attendance registry.  Also, some family names prior to 1929 are likely missing from 
the above list as reliable information is unavailable. For some of the pre-1929 family names 
that are known to have sent their children to St. Elizabeth School, no information exists as to 
the names of their children. 
!


